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Press release

For immediate release

Concrete and strategic actions for businesses

$18,081,610 in investments generated
Brome-Missisquoi, March 23, 2011 – In 2010 the Brome-Missisquoi Centre Local de Développement supported 476 businesses, providing financial support for 117 local projects for a total of $1,359,313 generating investments in the region in the order of $18,081,610.
As well, the CLD confirmed its active participation in the creation of 220 jobs and the consolidation of 1,430. The organization is therefore in a better position than ever as a preferred tool and a strategic reference for Brome-Missisquoi businesses.

It is therefore with great pleasure that the president of the Brome-Missisquoi CLD, Mr. Claude Dubois, will unveil the 2010 activities report at the annual general meeting, to be held tonight, March 23, at the CLD’s offices.

Among the highlights of 2010, on top of the results mentioned above:

· The signing of a memorandum of understanding with the organization Vignobles de Brome-Missisquoi;

· Continued development of the Wine Route, of the region as a four seasons outdoor destination, as well as the cultural and tourism promotion of the region for major investments;

· Participation in the integration of the Ville de Bromont into the CLD’s development plan;

· The implementation of a strategy to attract major foreign investment;

· The awarding of grants for the creation of projects for a total value of more than $3.4 million within the framework of economic diversification, loans (FLI and SOLIDE) for a total of $466,758 in investments to help 14 small and medium sized businesses.

· On the business mentorship level, we reached 30 dedicated mentors and 33 new pairings;

· Numerous efforts on the rural level, with $531,955 given out under the Rural Pact, support for the projects of the FDR (regional development fund) of the CRE for $88,000 and the bringing in of five new doctors to the region;

· Awarding of the first agricultural succession grant of $10,000;

· Support for projects of the financing program of the MAMROT for specialty products for a total value of $1,310,000 in projects;

· And the integration of social media into the organization’s communications strategies;

The year 2011 is already underway, and is looking very promising, considering the several large priorities presented by general manager Mr. Mario Thibault during the meeting.

The makeup of the Board of Directors for 2010 has undergone a few changes. Members named to the executive are: Claude Dubois, Chairman, Arthur Fauteux, Vice-Chairman, Pauline Quinlan, Secretary, Hélène Bernier, Treasurer and Françoise Desjardins, Member.

You can find our interactive activities report, the highlights of 2010, all information on our organization as well as the press releases and documents presented at the 2011 annual general meeting by visiting www.cldbm.qc.ca in the documentation section.
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